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Vocabulary  

Word Definition 

Orbit An orbit is the path that an object 
takes in space when it goes around 
a star, a planet, or a moon.  

Planet Planets are. large natural objects 
that orbit, or travel around, stars. 
Eight planets orbit the star called 
the Sun. In order from the closest 
to the Sun, these planets are Mer-
cury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.  

Moon  The Moon is a huge ball of rock in 
space which orbits the Earth. On 
the Moon there are mountains and 
flat areas called 'seas', although 
there is no water on the Moon. 
The Moon's surface is covered in 
craters made by meteorites. 
The Moon does not have any light 
of its own.  

Seasons The seasons are four different times 
during the year with different types 
of weather. They are spring, sum-
mer, autumn, and winter, and are 
caused by the earth's orbit around 
the sun, its rotation on its axis, and 
its tilt.  

Solar Sys-
tem 

The solar system consists of the sun 
and everything that orbits, or trav-
els around, the sun. This includes 
the eight planets and their moons, 
dwarf planets, and countless aster-
oids, comets, and other small, icy 
objects.  

Gravity Gravity is the name for a force that 
pulls everything down toward the 
centre of the Earth.  

Forces In physics, force is a push or pull on 
an object. A force can cause an ob-
ject to accelerate, slow down, re-
main in place, or change shape.  

Previous knowledge 

• There are changes in the seasons and the weather changes between them. 

Key Facts 

• Earth orbits round the sun and the moon orbits round earth, the Earth, Sun and Moon are approximately spherical 
bodies. 

• The earth takes 365.25 days to orbit around the sun. 

• The earth is tilted on its axis and spins on its axis once every 24 hours. The earth has different time zones. 

• Day and night is caused by the rotation of Earth and day is not at the same time for everyone in the world. 

• The moon takes 28 days to orbit earth and how much of the moon we see depends on where it is in its orbit.  

• Seasons are caused by the tilt of earth on its axis and seasons vary depending on where in the world you are. 


