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            23.7.21 
Dear Parent / Carer,  

 

Another whirlwind of a year has drawn to a close and I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you all for your 
support. It has been a rollercoaster year – with many highs and some lows along the way, but we couldn’t have made 

it through without such an incredible community of supportive parents, carers and wider family. The children have 
made us so proud this year. They have truly displayed all the QPA character traits many times over. Their resilience, 

optimism and positive spirits are commendable and I know that the staff have been amazed by how much courage 
and adaptability they have shown this year. I truly believe that despite how difficult the last 2 years has been for 

everyone, the children will have learnt other things that can’t be taught in a classroom and had opportunities and 

experiences they may not have otherwise had. When they look back upon this time when they are older, I hope they 
reflect upon how it has helped them develop those skills of resilience, grit, patience and adaptability and remember 

the time they spent with their families, doing different types of activities at home, fondly. 
 

We have already made several plans for the next academic year based upon the new guidance that has been shared 

with us by the DfE. I will share some of these updates and changes below but will confirm the arrangements via email 
and the website on the INSET days in September, so you have the information for the first day back, on Monday 6th 

September. Whilst we have guidance for September, things could change in the Summer, depending upon the rates 
nationally, which is why we will confirm in September whether the plans below are still able to go ahead.  

 
Start and end times 

In September, we are planning to return to our previous start and end times – gates open at 8.40 and all children to 

be in class, ready for registration at 8.55. The school day will end at 3.10.   
 

Year 3 – drop off in the mornings and the afternoon collection will be at the classroom doors 
Year 4 – drop off on the playground or at the gates and collection at the classroom doors  

Years 5 and 6 – drop off and collection from the playground 

 
If your child currently has permission to walk home, this will be passed to their next teacher. If you want them to 

walk home and currently haven’t given permission, please write to the teacher. If you would like your child to meet 
you outside the gates, we also need you to put permission for this in writing.  

 

Next year, we are planning to not have the one-way system in place and will only use the front gates again for 
collection and drop off.  

 
PE  

One positive of the Covid arrangements this year is the children coming to school in their PE kits on their PE days and 
this will remain the same next year. This has not only enabled lessons to be longer, as there is no wasted time 

changing, but it has considerably reduced the amount of lost items! Due to timetables this year, PE days have had to 

change each half term. We have designed the new timetables for September differently so the PE days will stay the 
same for each year group for the whole year. The table below shows the days for PE:  

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday 

Year 3 Year 6 Year 5 Year 4 
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White Rose Maths Summer Workbooks 
White Rose Maths and Morrisons have teamed up to produce a series of free workbooks for primary school children. 

The children at Queen's Park Academy are familiar with the layout of the questions from White Rose Maths as it is a 

resource used frequently in school. These can be collected from the ‘Children’s Little Library’ in your local Morrisons 
store from the 26th of July alternatively they can also be accessed via the following link 

https://whiterosemaths.com/morrisons/?fbclid=IwAR33A6yx_ZeIx0yMeSwGWO84aDYCj9SECh77yrmSh77l_yU3XbF_ul
ynLvE again from the 26th of July.  The workbooks contain questions on two very crucial topics (place value and 

addition and subtraction). You can choose to have the workbook for the year group your child has just finished or 
begin to look at the year group they will be joining in September. Once you have collected a workbook, it will provide 

you with video answers for all questions in the booklet. 
 
 

 
Staff changes  

We are sad to say that Mr Murray has retired from QPA after 29 years. We thank him for everything he has done for 
the children and staff during this time and don’t worry, we didn’t let him go quietly – we had a lovely celebration with 

staff from past and present. We wish him all the best in the new chapter of his life.  

 
Mr Reichelt is leaving us to move up to colder climates in the North – we send him with best wishes from all of us and 

a nice big coat to keep him warm!  
 

Mrs Nicholls Berry is leaving to work at a local Special School and we wish her well in her change of context.  

 
Miss Sage is returning to her secondary roots (she is a secondary maths teacher) and is heading to TBOWA so some 

of you may see her there in the future.  
 

Lastly, Mrs Rowe has successfully been appointed as Vice Principal of Manorside Academy. She has been an amazing 
class teacher and Vice Principal at QPA and we will really miss her.  

 

We are delighted to welcome Miss Townsend and Mr Turner to QPA and are looking forward to the year ahead with 
them.  

 
The staff and I would like to thank you all for your generous gifts this week – they are much appreciated by 

everyone.  

We were so delighted that we could celebrate Graduation with our Year 6 pupils yesterday. It was an emotional 
ceremony! We wish all our Year 6 pupils luck for the next stage of their lives at secondary school and look forward to 

hearing about how you all get on.  
 

I hope you all have an incredible Summer and that the children have a well-deserved break – we look forward to 

seeing you again in September. 
 

Best wishes,  

 
Mrs Simmons  
Principal  
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