
Flow  

Vocabulary  

Word Definition 

Source The source of a river is the furthest 
point on the river from its mouth. 
Many rivers are formed when rain 
flows down from hills but some-
times the source is a lake, some-
times it is a marsh or a bog and 
sometimes it is a spring where wa-
ter comes up from the ground.  

Oxbow Lake An oxbow lake is a lake, or area of 
water, in a U-shape. It is made by 
special bends in a river, called me-
anders, getting farther away from 
the river until they become sepa-
rate. The river becomes straight 
and the bend becomes a lake.  

Meander A meander is a curve in a river.  

Tributary A tributary is a stream or river that 
flows into and joins a main river. It 
does not flow directly into the sea.  

Delta A delta is a wetland area that forms 
as river waters empty into a larger 
body of water. The wetland area is 
created by the buildup of sediment 
(dirt and rock) where a river emp-
ties into a larger body of water.  

River Mouth The river mouth is the point where 
a stream flows into a body of water 
such as a river or an ocean.  

Lake A lake is a body of water that is sur-

rounded by land and doesn't move 

much.  

In KS1, you had the opportunity to: 

• Use atlases to locate different countries, continents and oceans,  

• Learn about the human and physical features of different places in the world. 

Key Facts 

• The longest river in the world is the Nile in Africa. It is 4,130 miles long. 

• The longest rivers in Britain are the Severn (220 miles long) and the Thames (215 miles long). 

• Rivers carry rainwater from hills downhill to other rivers, lakes or the ocean. 

• The start of a river is called the source and the end is called the mouth. 

• Many rivers and streams will join together before they reach the mouth of the river. The smaller rivers and 
streams are called tributaries. 


