
Energy and Light 

Vocabulary  

Word Definition 

Renewable 
energy 

Renewable energy is created by re-
sources that nature can replace, such 
as wind, water and sunlight.  

Non-
renewable 
energy 

A source of energy that will eventual-
ly run out as it cannot be made as 
quickly as it is consumed, such as 
coal.  

Solar energy Energy that comes from the sun, us-
ing solar panels to generate electricity  

Turbine An engine that can turn movement 
into energy.  

Consume  To use, eat or drink something.  

Conserve  Use as few resources as possible.  

Import Buying products and goods from 
abroad.  

Export Selling a product to people outside of 
the country in which the product was 
made.  

Distribution The transportation of a product from 
where it is sourced or produced to 
where it is needed (the consumer). 

Economy How a country or place is doing in 
producing and making goods, and 
how much money it has. The amount 
a country sells and makes is called 
economic activity.  

Previous knowledge 

• You have learnt about trade links across the world.  

• In year 3, you studied the production and distribution of chocolate from cocoa bean to chocolate bar.  

• In year 5, last year, we looked at trade between the UK and USA.  

Key Facts 

• There are different types of energy: hydro, wind, 
tidal, nuclear, solar, chemical. 

• Energy types can be defined as renewable or non-
renewable.  

• Renewable energy is collected from resources 
which are naturally replenished. 

• Non-renewable energy types cannot be replenished 
for thousands of years, most of which are fossil fuels. 

• Nuclear disasters are dangerous to the environ-
ment and living things. 

• Burning fossil fuels cause harm to the environment, 
public health and cause climate change. 

• Countries trade to improve their economy.  

Types of Power 
Station 

 

Electricity is made in 
power stations , trans-

ferred via pylons , 
through wires and into 

our homes.  


